MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
know that an American company was playing The Taming of the Shrew in Shakespeare's home town.
Actually, the performance that night was no different from the one we ordinarily gave, but I think it was the most picturesque night I have ever spent in the theatre.
The house bill announced that at The Memorial Theatre, Friday, August 3, 1888, Mr. Augustin Daly's company of American Comedians would give for the benefit of the memorial library fund Shakespeare's comedy The Taming of the Shrew, as presented by them for one hundred twenty-five nights in New York and lately played with great success at The Gaiety Theatre, London. The bill went on to add: "This comedy, as presented by Mr. Daly's Company, will be performed for the first time in Stratford-on-Avon, and the proceeds will be generously devoted to the Library Fund of the Shakespeare Memorial."
Earlier that day we had gone to Stratford. We were personally conducted by William Winter, who was always at the Daly parties in New York or London* and on special trips like this he invariably accompanied us. As he had written books about the Shakespeare country, he was the acknowledged head of the expedition and in front of the Shakespeare house he made a speech. We were quite a crowd, for in addi-ich had been done at a benefitking.
